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Hist'ry her Pot, Divinity his Pipe,
While proud Philosophy repines to show,
Dishonest sight! his breeches rent below;
Imbrown'd with native bronze, lo! Henley stands,
Tuning his voice, and balancing his hands.               200

How fluent nonsense trickles from his tongue!
How sweet the periods, neither said, nor sung!
Still break the benches, Henley! with thy strain,
While Sherlock, Hare, and Gibson preach in vain.
Oh great Restorer of the good old Stage,                  205

Preacher at once, and Zany of thy age!
Oh worthy thou of ^Egypt's wise abodes,
A decent priest, where monkeys were the gods!
But fate with butchers plac'd thy priestly stall,
Meek modern faith to murder, hack, and mawl ;         210
'And bade thee live, to crown Britannia's praise,
In Toland's, TindaTs, and in Woolston's days.
"Yet oh, my sons! a father's words attend:

196 his Pipe] her Pipe J^a-jj. [Gf. A iii 192.]
204 Sherlock] Kennet 17430,

1 96. Aw Pipe <Thc change in 77434 to "her Pipe" is almost certainly a printer's
error.>
199. lo! Henley stands, fife.] J. Henley the Orator . . . FACIAM <A iii I95>.
This man had an hundred pounds a year given him for the secret service of a
weekly paper of unintelligible nonsense, called the Hyp-Doctor. <It appeared
weekly from Dec. 15, 1730 to January (?) J74i.>
204. Sherlock, Hare, Gibson] Bishops of Salisbury, Chichester, and London.
<To this Warburton added in* 1751, "whose Sermons and Pastoral Letters did
honour to their country as well as stations." It is by no means certain, however,
that Pope intended his line to be a panegyric. Cf. A iii 2Oon. For Sherlock, see
B ii 323*1., and Biog. App. For Francis Hare, Bishop of Chichester, and Ed-
mund Gibson, Bishop of London, see Biog. App., vol. iv.>
212.  <Aiii 208).
213.  Tet oh, my sons! '&c.] The caution against Blasphemy here given by a
departed Son of Dulness to his yet existing brethren, is, as the -Poet rightly
intimates, not out of tenderness to the ears of others, but their own. And so
we see that when that danger is removed, on the open establishment of the
Goddess in the fourth book, she encourages her sons, and they beg assistance